Shakespeare Unit:  Acting’s the Thing…

Class/Subject:  General English IV


Date:  2/11/08 

Period:  2, 3


Time:  41 minutes

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of Shakespeare’s biography and the Globe Theater on a quiz with 70% accuracy.

2. Students will be able to dramatize Shakespearean diction and language structures.

3. Students will be able to create dramatic interpretations from word prompts.

4. Students will be able to interact dutifully and appropriately with fellow students.

Materials/Equipment:

· Quiz for Shakespeare biography/Globe Theater

· Props (odds and ends like crown, scepter, cloaks, blankets, etc.)

· Shakespearean Insults handout (precut)

Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening (4 minutes)

As the students settle in, tell them to close their eyes.  Now say, “Imagine you are a member of Shakespeare’s acting troupe.  It is your first time performing in the Globe Theater.  Can you make out where you are standing backstage?  Do you hear the noise of the people in the galleries and on the floor level?  Knowing that you have to portray action with the utmost care, and showcase your talents effectively, imagine stepping out onto the Globe’s stage in the light of the afternoon sun.  Think of all the things you could say, all of things you need to do, and think of how your acting might carry out.  Are you nervous?  Anxious?  Excited?  Think about that….”   Then, have the students reflect on this experience with the person next to them.

B.)  Development of Lesson (35 minutes)

1.  Before the students arrive, the homework or journaling assignment will be written on the board

2.  Proceed to the Anticipatory Set of the lesson

3.  After the students have had a chance to discuss with one another, corral them back to the teacher’s attention

4.  Hand back the students’ graded Virtual Globe Theater tour handout


a. Give the students a few minutes pair up with someone and go over their answers (3-4 minutes)


b. As a class, the teacher will go over the correct answers and add clarification to the assignment (6-7 minutes)



i. Be sure and mention Elizabeth I as a patron of the cause

ii. Also mention that James I became king after Elizabeth died and Shakespeare’s “Lord Chamberlain’s Men” company became the “The King’s Men” acting company

5. Now, the teacher should prepare the class to move in to acting mode

a. Hand out the Shakespearean Insults handout (sectioned) to each student


i. Tell them: “In Shakespeare, the only way to really get at a play is by acting it.  In order to freshen and get loose in order to do some Shakespeare, we are going to do some ‘acting.’  The first assignment should get you comfortable—or at least somewhat—with Shakespeare’s language.  This is the part that most people fear about Shakespeare.  Not you guys.  You will all be experts at insulting in Shakespearean tongue.”


ii.  Make sure and tell the students that this is the only time insults are permitted in class


iii.  Directions:  Everyone should stand, with their paper in hand, and choose and word or group of words from each column, string them together, and walk around the room “insulting each other.”  “When someone insults you, please, by all means, insult them back.”  Then once the insults are exchanged, have the students try and figure out what is going on, or what was just said (6-8 minutes)

b. After a significant amount of time, bring the students back to their seats


i.  Questions:  How did that go?  Could you under stand the insults being spoken to you?  What did you like or dislike about this type of acting?  Would you have liked to improvise Shakespearean insults? (4 minutes tops)


ii. Try and keep students focused on the positive experience of being up, involved, and talking in “Shakespeare’s language”

6. After that is finished, and all the students have become settled, bring out the box of props

7. Have the students get in groups of no more than 3.  They must improvise a scene using the prop given to them.  The students can then choose their own props (1 or 2 per group if enough is available).

a. Explain to the students that they will be miming a scene according to what they have in front of them.  In other words, they will not be able to talk to convey what is going on in their scene.  “This is a way to really get at the heart of a performance.  Most of our communication is highly body language oriented, and Shakespeare’s players would have been no different.  Try and focus on use your body language to communicate the scene—especially facial features.” 


b. Allow for some time to prepare the scene (maybe 6 minutes) and then ask for volunteers or call on groups to present their scene for the class.


c. Do another scene from all groups if there is enough time with different props.


i. Questions:  Was it harder or easier to do the scenes with speech or without speech?  What was different in the way you had to approach making this scene?  How could things be changed in your specific scenes to make them clear  to the audience, i.e. better understood?



ii.  Have the students return to their seats.

8. Administer the quiz for the students (allow for 6-10 minutes)

9. Collect the quiz and go over the answers verbally with the students, looking for volunteers for the answers
10. As a final segue way, ask the students to take their papers and write down three things:  their father’s name, their mother’s name, and then their uncle’s name (2 minutes)

a. Next, tell the students to imagine that their father has died—so cross out his name

b. Then, tell the students that their mother has married their uncle, so draw a line connecting those two

c. Do not get verbal reactions from students

12.  Proceed to the Closure portion of the lesson
C.)  Closure/Independent Practice (3 minutes)

Have students brainstorm ideas for a journal entry they will have to write.  Tell them, “I want you to write about that last activity I just did with you?  What are your initial reactions?  What is your gut telling you about the situation?  Based on the kind of acting we did today, maybe you could think about how you might ‘stage’ this scene.”

HOMEWORK:  Write/finish the journal that is talked about in the Closure section
Evaluation:

· Were the students engaged in the acting portions or just “going through the motions?”
· Do the objectives fully realize what this lesson is supposed to convey?

· Was there too much “imagination” involved in this lesson for seniors?
· Is there a better way to introduce Shakespeare’s language rather than using insults, or did the students seem to enjoy it?

