Death of a Salesman Unit:  An Introduction
Class/Subject:  AP English

Date:  4/11/08
Period:  1  

Time:  47 min.
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to identify and recall prior knowledge about events leading up to Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman.
2. Students will be able to brainstorm, write about, and discuss major themes of the play.

3. Students will be able to interpret a description of setting and draw that description based on Miller’s words.

Materials/Equipment:

· Copies of Death of a Salesman
· Butcher paper, colored pencils
· Blank paper
· Economic Status in 1949 document

· LCD projector/Computer

· “I Have a Dream” speech

· Death of a Salesman first Act homework sheet
Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening
Free write from the perspective of knowing that you are going to die.  What would your thoughts be before the end?  Would you have any regrets?  What would they be?  Allow a few minutes for this to occur.
B.)  Development of Lesson 
1.  Prior to class beginning, the teacher will write any homework on the board

2.  Anticipatory Set

3.  Discuss with the students the free write opening
a. What can they grasp from the need for regret?

b. Explain that they will read a story of a man’s passion for the past and dealing with this shadowy past a 24 hour period, because we know he will die

c. Write the name of the work on the board prior to this and see what students can identify

4.  Ask students if they know what economic status might have been like in 1949 when the book was written


a. The importance being on Willy’s standard of living


b. Was it easy to find a job?  Buy a car?  Earn a decent living?



i. Students should think/pair/share this idea



ii. Discuss what would happen and show the 1949 Status document

5.  Have a piece of butcher paper taped to the board covered by the projector screen (this will be used later)

6.  Students should free write about the “American Dream.”  What do they know about it?  Where does it come from?  What is their dream?

a. While they are doing this, play the “I have a dream…” speech by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

b. What do they notice about the delivery of the speech and the way it is worded, or the repetition, which adds to the speeches effect?   Is this a good example of someone’s American dream?

7.  Have students share with one another and maybe one for the class

8.  Distribute copies of the play

9.  Begin reading the introduction and explanation of the scene

10.  As you progress through, have a student come up and draw each piece of information that we get new about the setting of the scene


a. Effectively the students will be drawing the set for the production

b. Make sure to tell them this beforehand so they can proportion everything correctly


c. Snake around so that all the people have a turn

i. Discuss, while this is occurring, the ways in which Miller will signal Willy’s change in time

ii. Make students aware of the shifts in stage setting and the movement of Willy throughout the play to signify his moving in and out of reality

iii. Ask students to demonstrate the movement—have them up and moving to “stage left” or “stage right,” to the “foreground” of the classroom, etc.

d. Look at Miller’s description of the house and its surroundings.  Can you pick up on anything interesting about it?  Are there any adjectives that add to your understanding?  What could you call this house (a loner)?  How is situated in the play (in the city, country, etc.)?  What can we infer about the setting of the play because of this?  Why does Miller give us this much detail of the set to open up with?  

11.  With any time left begin introducing the characters

12.  Have student come in and act Willy’s part if there is time
13.  Closure
C.)  Closure/Independent Practice

Pose this question to the class:  Why do we read plays if they are meant to be seen?  Do we gain any benefit from just reading the play?  Give some wait time and call on 4 people at random to answer this.

Homework:  Read Death of a Salesman pgs. 11-69; Talk to the text using post-it notes (place them where you see fit) and use them to answer 4 of the 6 questions on the “Death of a Salesman” homework sheet
Evaluation:

· Do students need more background info on Miller before they start the play?
· How well did the drawing portion go?  Were students able to understand the future use of stage movements?

· Should they be doing more with the words in the opening introduction?

