Creative Writing:  Creating a Short Memoir
Class/Subject:  General English IV  

Date:   3/26/08-3/28/08
Period:  2, 3

Time:  three 47 min. class periods
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to define and explain aspects of a memoir, autobiography, and biography.

2. Students will be able to construct and write their own versions of a “Curriculum Vitae” poem as modeled by Lisel Mueller’s poem “Curriculum Vitae.”

3. Students will be able use description through the five senses to elaborate on a moment in their lives as a short descriptive narrative.

4. Students will be able to edit and design a “Life Yearbook” for the class.
5. Students will be able to connect and interpret the term memoir with respect to the work Night by Elie Weisel.

Materials/Equipment:

· Copies of Lisel Mueller’s “Curriculum Vitae” poem

· Blank notebook paper

· Group of random objects (pen, pencil, scissors, tape, etc.)

· Memoir handout

· Memoir transparency

· Personal Curriculum Vitae poem

· Copies of Elie Weisel’s Night
· Book sign-up sheet

· Exit slips

Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening
For each day of the lesson, the teacher will ask the students to think/pair/share or write about an important event in their lives.  The events should correspond as follows:  day one, greatest memory; day two, worst memory; day three, something you learned from your memory.  These could be collected or talked about in class via volunteering.

B.)  Development of Lesson
1.  Prior to the beginning of the lesson, the teacher will write any homework or journal writes on the board
2.  As students enter the class, have them proceed to the anticipatory set

a. Change up the sets by having words displayed on the projector/chalkboard


b. Provide students with ample time to complete each of these sets

3.  At the beginning of class, ask students to volunteer to share their opening set answers

4.  Pass out sheets of paper for the students


a. With the paper, the students will be making timelines for their lives

b. On the board, the teacher will draw a timeline that looks like this:          


 
c. Students should be copying down the time line as well


i. A= earliest memory




ii. B = important or favorite memory




iii. C = unresolved/confused memory

d. Students should then free write for 5 minutes about each of these parts of the timeline

e. Encourage to think and remember certain specific instances and to use description to help remember

5.  Ask for student volunteers (or call on someone) to read one of their writings

6.  Explain to students that this use of memory will be very important in their upcoming work with the novel Night by Elie Weisel, as well as in their classroom writings


a. At this time, the teacher will want to distribute books to the students


b. Make sure the students sign up on the sheet for their book numbers

7.  At this time, have a student handout the Memoir sheet

8.  Make sure the overhead projector is plugged in and show the students the Memoir transparency

a. Go over the sheet in front of the students

b. Explain what a memoir is

c. Ask the questions:  “What is an autobiography?” “Some characteristics?” “What is the purpose of biographies?” “Any examples?” “Can anyone write an autobiography? Why/Why not?” 

9.  Have students go back to their sheet of three memories from the timeline


a. Explain to students that they will be writing “memoir” poems explaining important aspects of their lives


b. They will be providing resumes for their own lives in poetic form

10.  Have a student handout the poem by Lisel Mueller entitled “Curriculum Vitae”

11.  Put the poem up on the overhead projector for students


a. Read the poem aloud

b. Tell the students to pay attention to what is being said; “How is this poem different from other poems?” “What is it about the personal aspects of the poem that add to its meaning?” “Do you notice any figurative language or poetic devices throughout the poem?”

c. Explicate the poem with the students; “Is this like a memoir?”

12.  Place the personal Curriculum Vitae poem on the overhead

a. Prior to class, the teacher will have prepared a poem of their own for this exercise


b. Share the experiences associated with the poem with the students
13.  Give students time to complete/write their poems (if not, work on them for homework)

14.  Allow students to pick up a random object from the room

a. With this object, students will brainstorm adjectives to describe that object

b. Have the students think about how it might taste, smell, touch, hear, and not just sight

c. Use this as a precursor to being descriptive; the more words the better; at least 15 words/phrases

15.  After ample time to complete their curriculum vitae pieces, ask students to take one of those numbered sections and isolate it on a separate piece of paper


a. Have students whittle sentence down to a three/four word sentence.

b. Once students have done this, have them work with a partner to mold their sentence into a more descriptive experience

c. Students should come up with adjectives, adverbs, phrases, etc. that add to the five senses of the sentence in order to write a narrative about that one sentence

i. For example, on the board the teacher could write “The dog bit me.”

ii. Explain to students that there is tons of description possible for this:  what type of dog, slowing down the action to explain the bite, who is the person being bitten, where is it at, what’s the action around this situation, etc.



iii. Brainstorm as a class some ideas to elaborate the sentence


d. Provide students with time to work on their descriptive narratives

16.  Once all of these things are finished, take students to a computer lab to publish their poems and their short narratives

17.  The students should then put their works together to form a yearbook of the class’s lives


a. As a class they can develop a cover for their project


b. Designate two groups (1) as editors and (2) as designers


c. Editors need to make sure things are correct and designers need to figure out layout and cover ideas

18.  The teacher can make copies if desired by the students and the students will be given grades for completing each assignment

19.  At the end of each class, move the students into the closure portion of the class
C.)  Closure/Independent Practice

At the end of each class period, the teacher will ask students to reflect on their own lives.  Some suggestions for topics would be to come up with one thing that they would want to tell future generations; if they were leaving something in a time capsule from their lives what would it be; if a student were to die tomorrow, what would be the most important day in their lives; “carpe diem” what does it mean to them.  These should be handed out and written down on exit slips for the teacher to collect.


Homework:  work on curriculum vitae/memoirs
Evaluation:

· Were students on task throughout the bulk of these exercises?
· Do the students understand memoirs and the concepts of autobiographies?

· Was the execution of these lessons smooth?  Did the students resist “doing work?”

· How was the time in the writing lab? Was it worth it for the project?

· Was this a good break/lead-in to the next unit on Elie Weisel’s Night?

