Night Unit:  Hangman Poem
Class/Subject:  General English IV

Date:  4/14/08
Period:  2, 3 

Time:  47 min.
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to relate—with words and writing—Schindler’s List and “Hangman” by Maurice Ogden to Night.
2. Students will be able to formulate and complete a timeline of important plot points for the story so far using Plot Cards.

3. Students will be able to discuss and interpret a passage from Elie Wiesel’s Night.
Materials/Equipment:

· Copies of Night by Elie Wiesel

· Computer/LCD Projector

· DVD player/VCR/TV

· Copy of Schindler’s List on DVD or VHS

· “Hangman” poem by Maurice Ogden

· “Hangman” checklist sheet

· Audio version of Night
· “What’s Going on in Today’s Class” document

· Important Plot points on Cards, tape

Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening
Open class with a clip from Schindler’s List.  Preface this by saying that there is some violence and students who have not turned in their permission slips should not be able to view this clip.  Show the clip of individuals being brutally murdered for no reason.  Ask students for their reaction to this scene and to put it into the context of the novella Night.
B.)  Development of Lesson 
1.  Prior to the lesson, write homework or journal assignments on the board

2.  Anticipatory Set; “What’s Going on in Today’s Class” document
3.  Debrief students on the movie that they just watched; how does it fit into the context of the work they are reading?
4.  Play the Night audio from pages 63-70


a. Stop and discuss certain portions throughout the reading with students

b. Ask for student reaction, evaluation, and problems associated with Elie Wiesel’s text

5.  Discuss with students what is going on so far in the novella

a. Tell students to get up and form three groups based on where they would prefer to live: mountains, beach, or the city.  Have the students take a packet of important plot points on cards for the novella up until this point and some tape

b. The object here is for the group to correctly organize a timeline of the story on the board-space in the least amount of time.  The first group finished and correct wins a prize (like pencils or erasers or something)

c. Let students go to work; check answers when finished and provide feedback

6.  Distribute the “Hangman” poem and checklist by Maurice Ogden
7.  Students should complete the checklist before reading the poem

8.  Have students read the poem in pairs and underline things that correspond with Elie Wiesel’s work

9.  Afterwards, have students complete the right-side (“Poet” side) of the Checklist

10.  Have students turn this and their underlined papers in for a participation grade

11.  With the time remaining, ask for any correlation between the poem and the novella Night
12.  Closure
C.)  Closure/Independent Practice

Ask students to revisit the clip that they saw at the beginning of class.  Do they now see any correlation with the novel?  Do the descriptive acts of violence add to or take away from the book?  How are they feeling about the work so far?  Have them evaluate these questions on a piece of paper to turn in to the teacher.


Homework:  none
Evaluation:

· Were students able to find a correlation between Schindler’s List, “Hangman,” and Night?
· Could students work efficiently and quickly with the poem?

· Were students attentive and willing to participate during the audio version of Night?

· How did the Important Plot Card timeline go?  Did students “get into it?”

