Shakespeare Unit:  My Kingdom for a Ghost
Class/Subject:  General English IV   

Date:   2/19/08
Period:  2, 3

Time:  42 minutes
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to read and comprehend Shakespeare’s language based on in-class discussion.
2. Students will be able to act out scenes from Hamlet, paying close attention to stage directions.
3. Students will be able to analyze texts for meaning beyond the literal level in discussions.

Materials/Equipment:

· Student copies of Hamlet
· White sheet/towel for the ghost to use

Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening (3 minutes)
Students will be at their desks and ready to go.  Ask them the following questions to refresh their memory about what they already know about Hamlet from the introduction lesson two days ago.  “Who is Hamlet?” “Where does the play take place?”  “What is the basic plotline that you gathered from the Simpsons episode?”  “Who is Horatio?”

B.)  Development of Lesson 
1.  Before the students arrive, have any homework or journal entry assignments written on the board

2.  Have students do the Anticipatory Set

3.  Transition the students into the opening of Hamlet
a. Things to say:  “We’ve begun looking at the play Hamlet and will continue reading it for some time.  Most of the reading will be done in class in the form of skits, acting, improvisations, etc.  On some occasions I may ask you to read a few lines for homework, or look over a passage in anticipation for a later class.”  
b. “Open your books to the first page of the play.”  Have the students get out and open their books to page 3.  “Where do you notice that scene is set?  You can tell this by looking at the scene title and the setting will be underneath.  These are stage directions.  They tell what the setting, what an actor might be doing, or how the environment is reacting/changing around the speakers.  We will not read these aloud, but I will ask that if we are acting, then by all means do them.”

4.  Ask for 4 volunteers (or if no one volunteers pick 4 people at random)

5.  Tell the students “it is important to understand the beginning of Hamlet to know where everyone is coming from.  In order to do this, let’s act out the first couple of lines from the play.” (10 minutes)
6.  Assign the following parts to the students:  Francisco, Barnardo, Marcellus, Horatio

7.  Encourage the students to read the lines and do what the actions say for them to be doing (in this case, when Francisco leaves, that student may sit down)

a. At line 20 ask the students about foreshadowing and what the “thing” might be that the guards are talking about
b. Have the students read until line 35 when the ghost enters


c. Thank the students and proceed with some questioning

i. Questions:  “What has happened so far in the scene?” “What do you think the ghost/thing is they are talking about?”  “How does Horatio strike you so far; his ‘tush, tush, twill not appear.’”



ii. Redirect any answers to other students for agreement

8.  Choose three new students to be Horatio, Barnardo, and Marcellus            (6 minutes)
a. Have them read until line 55

b. Explain that ghosts in Shakespeare’s time were seen as possessor’s of a man soul and Horatio and the guards are unsure of what to make of the ghost—whether he is good or evil.
c. Have the students keep reading until line 79 when Horatio speaks

9.  The teacher will then read Horatio’s speech about the state of Denmark   (10 minutes)


a. Stop and clarify portions for the students throughout the piece

i.  Lines 84-90:  Explain that there are two Hamlets and two Fortinbrases, the older kings and their sons.  

ii.  Lines 90-95:  Old Fortinbras was slain and the lands he held given to Denmark.

iii.  Lines 95-100:  Young Fortinbras of Sweden is on the move towards Denmark and looking for a fight.


b. Do not hesitate to ask the students questions pertaining to this section

10.  Choose 4 more students:  Horatio, Marcellus, Barnardo, Ghost              (10 minutes)


a. This time the Ghost should be present and somewhat hidden

b. Direct the student who is the Ghost to make eerie sounds periodically much like a ghost (though the Ghost of Shakespeare’s stage probably would not have done this it adds to the effect)


c. Have the students read the lines until the end of the scene

i.  Ask:  “Why do you think Horatio is the one to speak with the ghost?”  “What is the significance of the rooster crowing and the ghost fleeing?”  “What do the guards and Horatio plan to do with this info?”


ii.  Thank the students for their cooperation

11.  Close the lesson by leading the students into the closure and telling them their homework

C.)  Closure/Independent Practice

Have the students produce a timeline of play so far.  Bounce from student to student, having them give key points/dialogue/things talked about in class, in the best order they can which is congruent with the story so far.

Homework:  Read Hamlet Act 1, scene 2 lines 1-60

Evaluation:

· Was the lesson too repetitive for the students?
· Is there any other way to get more students actively involved in reading?

· Was there too much reading and not enough explanation?

· How effective was the closure activity?  Did students perform well enough?

