Sweeten Your Sentences with Semicolons
Name _____________________________________________     Date ______________

What is a Semicolon?


A semicolon looks like a period and a comma combined.  It also acts pretty much like a period and comma combined.  You could say that the semicolon is the “bridge” between the comma and the period.  Though not as functionary as the comma, the semicolon provides a more dramatic pause in a sentence; likewise, though not as strong as a period, the effect of a semicolon can enhance the relationship between two parts of a sentence.  Semicolons also help avoid the dreaded comma splice.

Tips to remember:

· Semicolons can act like both commas and periods, but only in certain cases

· Semicolons do not have as many functions as a comma

· Semicolons are not as divisive, nor do they separate ideas, quite like a  period does
When do you use a Semicolon?


Semicolons are used in three primarily distinct areas.  These areas are:

1) Use a semicolon to join 2 independent clauses (much like a comma and coordinating conjunction would in a compound sentence) when the second clause restates the first or when the two clauses are of equal emphasis.

Ex:  Road construction on Route 30 in York has hindered travel around town; the highway is covered with bulldozers, trucks, and cones.
Ex:  Kelly and Julie were both in English class today; they both gave interesting lessons on grammar topics.


 ****REMEMBER**** Do not use a semicolon if you have a coordinating conjunction (and, or, but, nor, etc.) and there is a comma present to separate the independent clauses

2) Use a semicolon to join 2 independent clauses when the second clause begins with a conjunctive adverb or when it begins with a transition.

Ex:  I had to complete the assignment by Tuesday; otherwise, I would have failed the course.

Ex:  Terrorism in the United States has become a recent concern; the concern for America’s safety, in fact, has led to an awareness of global terrorism.


 ****REMEMBER**** Conjunctive adverbs and transitions can come anywhere in the second clause and must be offset by 1 or 2 commas.
	CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS AND TRANSITIONS:

then                                                       moreover                                    consequently

meanwhile                                            furthermore                                 hence

henceforth                                             besides                                        therefore

afterward                                               however                                      thus

later                                                       instead                                         then

sometimes…sometimes                        rather                                           accordingly

soon                                                       still                                              nevertheless

at one moment…at the next                  on the other hand                        as a result

now…then                                            likewise                                       otherwise




3) Use a semicolon to join elements of a series when individual items of the series already include commas.
Ex:  Recent cities I have visited include Hamilton, Bermuda; Cozumel, Mexico; Key West, Florida; and St. George, Bermuda.

Why use Semicolons?


Semicolons add effect and pauses to your writing.  They also help add clarity and show relationships between two or more independent clauses


Semicolons should be used sparingly and are really never needed; two independent clauses can always be changed into two sentences or a sentence with a comma and coordinating conjunction.  However, semicolons add variety to your piece of writing and eliminate repeat conjunctions and choppy simple sentences.
More examples of Semicolon use:
His feet, of course, could not be seen at all. His hands were enormously large. His hair was gray, and collected into a queue behind. His nose was prodigiously long, crooked, and inflammatory; his eyes full, brilliant, and acute; his chin and cheeks, although wrinkled with age, were broad, puffy, and double; but of ears of any kind there was not a semblance to be discovered upon any portion of his head.
This passage comes from Edgar Allan Poe’s story “The Unparallel Adventure of One Hans Pfaall.”  What is the effect of the semicolons in the passage?  Why didn’t Poe just use periods?

SEMICOLON RECOGNIZATION/USE

Is the semicolon used correctly?  Should there be a semicolon in the sentence?  Is the sentence correct as it is?  You be the judge.

1.  Many companies make sugar-free soft drinks, which are flavored by synthetic chemicals, the drinks usually contain only one or two calories per serving.

2.  Mr. Leyland played the viola professionally for many years; and he now conducts a community orchestra.

3.  The crab grass was flourishing; but the rest of the lawn, unfortunately, was dying.

4.  The hill was covered with wildflowers it was a beautiful sight.

5.  As I turned around, I heard a loud thump, for the cat had upset the goldfish bowl.

6.  The artist preferred to paint in oils, he did not like watercolors.

7.  The house was clean, the table set, and the porch light on; everything was ready for the guests' arrival.

8.  He looked carefully in the underbrush, but he failed to notice the pair of green eyes staring at him.

9.  The foundations of the house had been poured; but, to his disappointment, nothing else had been done because of the carpenters' strike.

10.  The computer could perform millions of operations in a split second however, it could not think spontaneously.

