Death of a Salesman Unit:  Watching and Discussing “Death…”
Class/Subject:  AP English

Date:  4/23/08, 4/24/08, 4/25/08
Period:  1  

Time:  three 43 min. class periods
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to compare and contrast a movie version of DoaS with the play and cite various reasons why.
2. Students will be able to describe, write, interpret, and analyze the movie in terms of family dysfunction and complete a Movie Journal assignment about it.

3. Students will be able to write a eulogy for Willy as if they were Biff, Happy, or Linda.

4. Students will be able to create a cast list for a 2008 production of DoaS and explain why they chose the people they did and their relation to the real characters.

Materials/Equipment:

· Copies of Death of a Salesman
· TV/VCR/DVD player/LCD Projector

· Copy of Death of a Salesman on DVD/VHS

· Homework sheets for the next few days

· Copies of “The Importance of Being Earnest”

· Movie Journal assignment handout sheet
Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening
Each day ask students to identify certain notes that they have taken about the production in relation to the movie.  Have them talk with other students about the “journal” they are keeping about DoaS and the movie.  This journal should encompass the whole work and show how dysfunctional or functional the Loman’s are.
B.)  Development of Lesson 
1.  Prior to the classes beginning, the teacher will write the day’s homework on the board
2.  Anticipatory Set

3.  Show certain portions of the movie Death of a Salesman to the class


a. Day One:  30 minutes of the beginning sequences


b. Day Two:  The beginning of Act 2 for 20 minutes


c. Day Three:  The last 20-25 minutes of the production

4.  After showing the production, have discussions about the differences and similarities between the play and the movie

5.  Ask students to identify certain aspects of the movie that worked well as opposed to being on stage (different settings, movement, use of lighting, camera angles, etc.)

6.  Closure
C.)  Closure/Independent Practice

Homework:  Be reading “The Importance of Being Earnest” due next Monday; Day One homework is to write a eulogy performed by either Biff, Linda, or Happy for Willy; Day Two homework is to create a cast list for a 2008 production of DoaS and explain why you chose them; the Final Day’s homework is to look at a handout of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs and identify how Willy’s needs fit into this—read it and bring it to class—and finish the movie journal assignment on family dysfunction
Evaluation:

· Could students relate and see the differences and similarities between the play and the movie?
· Were students open for discussion about the hot button topics of parental involvement, adultery, and suicide?  Make them talk candidly but seriously.

